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Gifted and Talented Children Policy

1
Introduction

1.1
At Chad Vale Primary School we aim to provide a curriculum that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of all our children. We plan our teaching and learning in such a way that we enable each child to reach for the highest level of personal achievement. This policy helps to ensure that we recognise and support the needs of those children in our school who have been identified as ‘gifted’ and/or ‘talented’ according to national guidelines.

1.2
There are many definitions of ‘gifted and talented’. ‘Excellence in Cities’ (EiC) guidance suggests:

· ‘Gifted’ learners are those who have abilities in one or more subjects in the statutory curriculum (other than art and design, music and PE)
· ‘Talented’ learners are those who have abilities in art and design, music, PE or performing arts such as dance and drama.

The term ‘gifted and talented’ is not to be understood as referring to the most able children in the national population. The term should be seen as relative and refers to the top 10% of any school, regardless of the ability profile of pupils at the school.

1.3
Within the school we recognise that gifted and talented pupils can be:

· good ‘all rounders’;
· high achievers in one area;
· of high ability but have poor writing skills.

We also recognise that those pupils who are gifted and talented do not always show their ability. Such pupils are gifted and talented even though their abilities may be hidden or remain as potential.

1.4
We respect the right of all children in our school, irrespective of differences in ability, to access all areas of learning, and to develop the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that are necessary for their self-fulfilment and eventual development into active and responsible adults.

1.5
The mission statement of our school talks of ‘fostering a life long enthusiasm for learning’ to ‘value the contribution of every individual’. The aims of our school make specific reference to teaching and learning that takes into account the needs of all children. They also identify the commitment to giving all our children every opportunity to achieve the highest of standards. This policy guides the way in which this happens for our more able and very able children.

2. Aims and objectives

2.1
Through this policy we aim to:

· ensure that we recognise and support the needs of our children;

· raise aspirations for all pupils;
· have high expectations of achievement for all students;

· enable children to develop to their full potential;

· offer children opportunities to generate their own learning;

· ensure that we challenge and extend the children through the work that we set them;

· encourage children to think and work independently;

· foster greater enterprise, self-reliance and independence for all students.

3
Identification of more able/ gifted and talented children

3.1
We use a range of strategies to identify more able and very able 
children. The identification process is ongoing and begins when the child 
joins our school. Identifications and judgments are made based on an 
analysis of various sources of information including:

· Parental nomination;
· Test scores (end of key stage levels; QCA test levels and scores);
· Teacher nomination (based on classroom observation, discussions with pupils, work scrutiny);
· Peer or self-nomination;
· Predicted test/examination results;
· Reading ages.

This information is collated by the Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator and 
is made available to all staff. The Gifted and Talented database is 
regularly reviewed and updated.

 3.2
Children undergo a statutory baseline assessment within the first half term of joining our reception class. This gives information about their developing skills and aptitudes across several areas of learning. We discuss each child’s baseline assessment information with the parent, and use this information when planning for individual needs.

3.3
As the children progress through the school, we assess them regularly to ensure that they are making expected progress. We identify them as more able/ gifted or talented children when they achieve high levels of attainment across the curriculum, or in particular skills or aspects of subjects. In addition, we note any children that seem to use deeper thinking skills or display ‘outside of the box’ thinking. 

3.4
The children undertake national tests in Years 2 and Year 6, plus the optional national tests in Years 3, 4 and 5. Teachers also make regular assessments of each child’s progress using APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) materials and other assessment criteria in all subjects of the National Curriculum. We compare the information from these tests with a range of national and LA data, in order to ensure that each child is making appropriate progress.

3.5
Each teacher regularly reviews the children’s progress as part of the school target setting process. Teachers discuss the children’s progress with parents at the termly parents’ evenings, and report annually on each child’s progress in July.

4
Aptitudes in English and mathematics

 4.1
More able and very able children in English are identified when they:

· demonstrate high levels of fluency and originality in their conversation;

· use research skills effectively to synthesise information;

· enjoy reading and respond to a range of texts at an advanced level;

· use a wide vocabulary and enjoy working with words;

· see issues from a range of perspectives;

· possess a creative and productive mind and use advanced skills when engaged in discussion;

· apply their existing knowledge readily to new concepts.

 4.2
More able and very able children in mathematics are identified when they:

· explore a range of strategies for solving a problem;

· are naturally curious when working with numbers and investigating problems;

· see solutions quickly without needing to try a range of options;

· look beyond the question in order to hypothesise and explain;

· work flexibly and establish their own strategies;

· enjoy manipulating numbers in a variety of ways.

5
Teaching and learning style

5.1
Teachers in our school plan carefully to meet the learning needs of all our children. By making use of ‘Quality First Teaching’ we give all children the opportunity to show what they know, understand and can do. This is achieved using a variety of methods when planning for children’s learning by providing:

· a common activity that allows the children to respond at their own level;

· an enrichment activity that broadens a child’s learning in a particular skill or knowledge area;

· an individual activity within a common theme that reflects a greater depth of understanding and higher level of attainment;

· the opportunity for children to progress through their work at their own rate of learning.

5.2 
Children meet a variety of organisational strategies as they move through the school. Each strategy supports all children in their learning, but gives due regard to the more able and very able learner.

5.3
In Years 1 to Year 6 we set targets for Literacy and Mathematics. We teach the children in ability groups setting across Years 3 and 4 and then across 5 and 6 for mathematics. Teachers regularly review the progress of children and children move between the groups as appropriate. This enables teachers to plan work that reflects the narrower band of ability in each group.

5.4
At Chad Vale we offer our more able children in Key Stage 2 the opportunity to attend DWS (Day a Week School). Currently this is delivered by Chad Vale staff on the Chad Vale school site. In order to be selected for the DWS there is a comprehensive selection process in which all children in Key Stage 2 are involved. If a child is selected to attend then they will attend the DWS classes for one day per week (currently a Thursday) rather than attending their usual class. They will work on a range of tasks which are designed to challenge and extend their thinking whilst also allowing them to work with like-minded children from other classes within school and often other schools in our local consortium.

5.4 
We also offer a range of extra-curricular activities for our children. These activities offer more able and very able children the opportunity to further extend their learning in a range of activities. Opportunities include a range of creative, sports and musical clubs and an after school chess club. 

5.5
Learning is also enriched through regular homework activities linked to the work being undertaken in classes. This offers teachers a further opportunity to set work at the level of individual children. Many teachers also set children independent learning projects which allow children to respond in a variety of creative and interesting ways depending on their interest and ability levels.

5.6
The children will also have the opportunity to experience a range of educational visits that further enrich and develop learning.

5.7
The Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator organises and manages a range of activities with local Secondary schools which enable staff to enhance and broaden the curriculum experiences of children at Chad Vale. This allows our children have access to specialised equipment and additional staff expertise.
6
Management strategies

6.1
The Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator together with the Head Teacher co-ordinates the provision and practice within the school for more able and very able children. The co-ordinator’s role includes:

· ensuring that the more able and very able register is up to date;

· monitoring teachers’ planning to ensure that suitable tasks and activities are being undertaken by more able and very able children across all curriculum areas;

· regularly reviewing the teaching arrangements for more able and very able children;

· monitoring the progress of more able and very able children through termly discussions with teachers;

· supporting staff in the identification of more able and very able children;

· providing advice and support to staff on teaching and learning strategies for more able and very able children;

· liaising with parents, governors and LA officers on issues related to more able and very able children.

6.2
The Head Teacher and Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator monitor this policy on a regular basis and give feedback to the governing body. The monitoring includes feedback from parents and children, as well as regular classroom observations of teaching and learning, and  evaluations of children’s written work.

6.3
The Head Teacher and Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator collect samples of work from more able and very able children, in order to demonstrate the standards that they are achieving. We use these examples to inform the process of identification of gifted and talented children.
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