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Foundation Stage Policy

1
Introduction

1.1
The Foundation Stage applies to children from three years of age to the end of the reception year. In our school, all children join us at the beginning of the school year in which they are five (compulsory schooling begins at the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday).

Key Stage 1 begins for our children at the beginning of Year 1. The Foundation Stage is important in its own right in preparing children for later schooling. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage.

1.2
Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to one of a range of settings that exist in our community. The early years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:

· it builds on what our children already know and can do;

· it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;

· it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;

· it provides a rich and stimulating environment.

2
Aims of the Foundation Stage

2.1
•   To provide a happy, caring, safe and secure environment for        

learning, which meets the individual  needs and interests of the children.

· To develop warm and secure relationships between children and adults.
· To provide a high quality curriculum in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage document and Every Child Matters.
· In partnership with parents to develop the moral and social values of the children.
· To encourage active learning through first hand experiences, both in indoor and outdoor play, and through verbal and non-verbal communication.

· To encourage children to become self-motivated and independent learners with a positive attitude to learning and self-discipline.
· To value the cultural diversity within our school and community.
· To foster positive home school links and share a common sense of purpose with parents.

3
Teaching and learning style

3.1 
Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in our school. These features apply to teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage just as much as they do to the teaching in Key Stage 2.
3.2
In the Foundation Stage, Teaching and Learning styles include whole class teaching, small group work and paired and individual work which are all supported by on-going observations. The Foundation area is a semi open plan double classroom, with two teachers and Teaching Assistants.  This opens out onto an outside enclosed area. Activities are planned for both the inside and outside.  The learning environment is divided into a variety of different areas. The children are able to move 

freely between these areas. 

3.3

In order to promote good Teaching and Learning in our school, we aim  to:
· Develop good relationships between home and school, enabling children to feel secure and develop a sense of well-being

· Start from the needs of the child and plan learning from assessments and observations

· Provide opportunities for the children to learn through first hand experiences, give clear  explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and communication  skills, both inside and outside the classroom

· Plan a curriculum based on the Early Years Foundation Stage  curriculum that supports the children to achieve the Early Learning Goals

· Provide children with the opportunity to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities.

· Enable children to develop independence and self-management.
· Identify the progress and future learning needs of children through rigorous on-going assessments.
· Have clear aims and success criteria, to monitor and evaluate planning to improve what we do.
· Identify training needs of all adults working within the Early Years Foundation Stage.

4
Play in the Foundation Stage

4.1
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own within a safe and supportive environment. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. Play underpins the delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Children are able to take risks and make mistakes, and learn from them and can express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. 

5
Inclusion in the Foundation Stage

5.1
In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning (see our policy on school inclusion).

5.2
In the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some children progress beyond this point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

5.3 
We meet the needs of all our children through:

· planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;

· using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;

· providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively; 

· providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued;

· using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping;

· planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills;

· monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. This involves speech therapy for some of our children.

6
The Foundation Stage curriculum

6.1
The curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage in our school reflects the areas of learning identified in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.


The six areas of Learning include:


• Personal, Social and Emotional Development


• Communication, Language and Literacy


• Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy


• Knowledge and Understanding of the World


• Physical Development


• Creative Development


The experiences that our children meet often enable them to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning. None of the areas can be delivered in isolation from the others; they are equally important and depend upon each other to support a rounded approach to the development of each child.
6.2
The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage. Teachers use the national strategies and schemes of work where appropriate to support the planning for individual children. Our medium term planning is completed half-termly and identifies the intended learning, with outcomes, for children working towards the Early Learning Goals, and for those working towards Levels 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum.
6.3
In Key Stage 1 reading is taught using KRM’s  – ERR (Early Reading Research) program. Refer to ERR policy for further details on teaching methods.
7
Assessment

7.1 
Throughout the foundation stage, as part of the learning and teaching process, we assess each child’s development in relation to the Stepping Stones and Early Learning Goals that form part of the curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.  These assessments are made on the basis of our accumulating observations and knowledge of the whole child.   
7.2
During the children’s first half-term in the reception class, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using the LA’s baseline assessment scheme.  We use Birmingham’s e-profile and this supports us with analysis, allowing us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort of children. We use this information to modify the teaching programme for individual children and groups of children. We share the baseline information with parents at the first parent consultation meeting of the academic year. 
7.3
By the end of the final year of the foundation stage, the foundation stage profile sums up that knowledge.  In reception, the profile is completed throughout the year to track individual achievements and set future targets in the autumn, spring and summer terms. Assessments against the scales are finalised during the summer term, summarising each child’s development.
7.4
The class teacher keeps an assessment profile for each child and uses these to record examples of each child’s achievement. 
7.5
Parents receive an annual report that offers brief comments on each child’s progress in each area of learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s general progress. We complete these in June and send them to parents in early July each year.

8
The role of parents

8.1
We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:

· talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school;

· on request the teacher visits children in their home setting prior to their starting school;

· the children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school;

· inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school;

· offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in our reception class;

· encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. There is a formal meeting for parents each term at which the teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress in private with the teacher. Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of each school year;

· having flexible admission arrangements that enable children and parents to become secure, and by allowing time to discuss each child’s circumstances;

· arranging for children to start school over the first three weeks of term. We stagger the starting time of each child over this period, so that the teacher can welcome each child individually into our school. We encourage parents to stay if there are problems with the child’s admission;

· arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration between child, school and parents;

· offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents. There is regular communication with home through the child’s school diary. We invite parents to curriculum evenings to discuss the kind of work that the children undertake in the reception class.

9
Resources

9.1
We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of the activities on offer, as we believe that this encourages independent learning. 

10
Reception to Year One Transition

Reception and Year One teachers have worked together to make the transition from the Early Years Foundation Stage to Key Stage one as smooth as possible. At Chad Vale Primary School an EYFS profile and end of year class summary sheet and assessment records are passed on 


to the Year One teachers Reception and Year One teachers meet to discuss the individual needs of children in July Reception children visit their new Year One class and teacher in July for a variety of activities


During the autumn term elements of the EYFS are maintained for continuity and valuing the importance of a practical, play based curriculum outdoor learning is planned for the outdoor classroom in Year One.

11
Monitoring and review


It is the responsibility of all Early Years Foundation Stage staff to follow the principles in this policy. The Head Teacher and EYFS coordinator will carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the whole school monitoring schedule. The Head Teacher, Governors, EYFS Coordinator and staff will review this policy regularly. Any amendments will be presented to the Curriculum Governors.
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