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ART AND DESIGN POLICY
WHY TEACH ART AND DESIGN?

All children need a meaningful context, a clear purpose and concrete sensory experience in order to learn and progress in art and design.  Art and design is not only a visual experience.  Contemporary art often combines media in multi-sensory works such as installations.  These use the viewer’s sense of touch, hearing and movement through space, as well as sight.  By extending teaching and learning in art and design to include all the senses, teachers can provide for the variety of thinking skills and learning styles that will include all learners.

AIMS

The art and design teaching at Chad Vale Primary School ensures that it offers ALL children effective learning opportunities by:
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stimulating children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world;
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developing children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings;
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exploring with children ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers, and help them learn about their different roles and about the functions of art, craft and design in their own lives and in different times and cultures;
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helping children to learn how to make thoughtful judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions and become practically involved in shaping environments.
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training children in the safe and appropriate use and maintenance of tools and techniques in accordance with health and safety requirements;
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fostering an understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design;

[image: image7.png]



providing all children with a broad and balanced education.

NATIONAL CURRICULUM

The Programmes of Study for art and design are divided into four strands: exploring and developing ideas, investigating and making, evaluating and developing work and knowledge and understanding. There is now just one attainment target, which integrates both practical and theoretical aspects.

PLANNING
Planning is undertaken from the QCA art and design schemes. The units are often adapted to take into account the children’s previous experiences and skills, and to enable closer links with other curriculum areas. 

CONTENT
KEY STAGE ONE

During key stage one, art and design is about developing children’s creativity and imagination through providing art, craft and design activities that relate to children’s own identity and experiences, the natural and made objects and materials with which they are familiar and the locality in which they live.
KEY STAGE TWO

During key stage two, art and design is about developing children’s creativity and imagination by building on their knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and processes through providing more complex activities.  Children’s experiences help them to develop their understanding of the diverse roles and functions of art and design in the locality and the wider world.
CURRICULUM AND SCHOOL ORGANISATION

In the foundation stage, art and design forms part of ‘creative development’. Children take part in both teacher-led and independent art activities. They are given the opportunity to explore a variety of media such as paint, pastels, chalk, inks, collage materials and malleable media such as clay and play-dough. Pupils are taught a range of skills and are encouraged to use these skills in their independent learning.

In key stages one and two, art and design is taught in blocks, with each class completing one unit per term. Art may also be integrated into other curriculum areas such as design technology, numeracy, history and ICT.

In addition to the QCA units, all pupils at Chad Vale also take part in two cross-curricular art weeks per year.

ASSESSMENT
Attainment in art and design is recorded using the school’s electronic tracker system. This highlights the key objectives for each year group, and enables teachers to identify those children who have met or exceeded expectations, and those who need further support.

Progress is recorded in pupils’ individual art portfolio or ‘progress book’. This contains digital photographs of the children’s art work, annotated by pupils. Children in the foundation stage and year 1 may dictate their comments to an adult scribe. 
RESOURCES
Basic resources are kept in classrooms. All other art resources are kept centrally and updated on a regular basis.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
At Chad Vale Primary School, the staff endeavour to maintain an awareness of, and to provide for equal opportunities for all our pupils.  We aim to take into account a child’s cultural, ethnicity, familial, gender and individual capabilities through our teaching attitudes and materials we use with our pupils.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
The needs of children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs, and those with a greater need for the development of fine motor-control skills, are met within the art and design policy, schemes of Work and whole-school aims. Activities undertaken are matched to the individual child.
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