
 

Curriculum News 

Summer Term 

 Class 2 

Science 
In science we will be looking at ‘Animals and Plants’ in the environment 

and ‘Variation. 
 

In ‘Animals and Plants’ we will be looking at differences and  

similarities of living things within our local environment. We will look at 

the habitats of plants and animals and investigate what plants need 

to grow by setting up a variety of investigations. 

Useful vocabulary: words relating to life processes  -  produce new plants, produce 

young, reproduce, edible, inedible; words that name parts of  

animals and plants  - root, stem, leaf/leaves, branch, trunk, flower, seed, seedling, 

pip, stone, fruit; names of animals and plants  - flower, tree, bush, moss, grass, weed, 

water plant,  herb, insect, invertebrate; some names of common plants; some names 

of animals in local habitats. 

 

In ‘Variation’  we are becoming aware of the huge variety of living things within our 

local environment and of differences between them. The children will learn that  

although individual living things are different there are similarities too. We will look at 

humans, animals and plants and differences between each of these. We’ll also be 

looking at the habitats of animals and plants and consider why they live in a  

particular habitat. 

Useful vocabulary: animal, plant, similar, different, body, features, match, disguise, 

root, stem, leaf, flower, trunk, branch, larger (est), smaller (est), the same as, area, or-

der, shortest, tallest, block graph, bar chart, hand span, measurement, centimetre, 

human, dog, gerbil, cat, fish, butterfly, rabbit, woodlouse, snail, hamster, slug, horse, 

spider, starling, worm, fox, squirrel, duck, water boatman. 

In Geography we will be learning about the differences and similarities  

between Islands and the Mainland. We will be doing this by using the Katie Morag 

stories which are all set on the Isle of Struay. We will be finding out about human 

features and physical features so it would be very helpful  

if you could discuss these with your child, in relation to Birmingham. 



 In the Literacy we will be comparing different stories written by 

the same author  finding out about authors and looking  at 

how different authors deal with similar themes. The authors we 

are concentrating are Mairi Hedderwick, Jill  

Murphy, Francesca Simon and Anthony Browne. You could 

look out for books by these authors when you visit the library. 

The main focus is to raise the children’s awareness 

of writing books so if they already have a  

favourite author please encourage them to share 

this with their class. We will also be having fun with 

riddles and tongue twisters! 

In Design Technology, this term, we  will be constructing  

winding mechanisms and will therefore need plenty  of 

large plastic bottles / containers. If you have any you can 

give us please send them into school the week after half 

term. Thank you for your support. 

 

Tests and Tasks 

 
Throughout May the children will be doing assessment tasks in 

small groups. These tasks are very similar to  normal classroom  

activities and the children should be unaware that they are  

being tested. The tests will be carried out by the class teacher. 

Please remember that these statutory tasks and tests are  

Important, they allow the teacher to assess their teaching 

strengths and weaknesses and also the  strengths and  

weaknesses in the children’s learning. The results are passed on to 

you and the next class teacher to allow a smooth transition into 

year 3.  Most of the tests and tasks will happen from the 10th of 

May and we would advise that your child get’s a good nights 

sleep around this time so they can achieve their very best! 

In Mathematics we will continue revising all aspects of  

mathematics covered in Key Stage 1. We will focus more on 

working with 3-digit numbers and developing their understanding 

of place value. We will be adding and subtracting with 2-digit 

numbers, using our knowledge of place value.  We will complete 

further work on time, shape, length and weight and will be taking 

this further by using this knowledge to solve problems. 


